Thomas McMahou
A  NURSERY  FOR   SEEDLINGS   OF   THE   COCONUT   PALM

The islands in the Pacific are the best places for the coconut palm, which prefers to grow

near the sea.   In cultivating a nursery the nuts are planted in mud, or sand and seaweed,

and watered until a shoot appears.   When this shoot has grown to about the size seen above

the nut is transplanted.   In about six years the tree begins to bear coconuts.

Tonga, or the Friendly Islands, is a
Christian community. The natives are
fine physical specimens, stalwart and
good-looking, with skins of a bright cop-
per brown and fair, curling hair. They
are particularly fond of boxing and
wrestling. About the end of the nine-
teenth century, these Tongans asked to
be placed under British protection.

Of the three groups of Tonga Islands,
one is of coral formation and one is high
and mountainous, and there are active vol-
canoes on Tofua and Kao. A native
queen has succeeded her father. Thanks
to British and missionary efforts, there
is a Tonga College, free dental and medi-
cal service, and at the capital, Nukualofa,
a wireless station and a telephone system.
About one ship In four weeks sails to
New Zealand via Fiji and Samoa.

Eastward of Samoa lie the Society
Islands, so named by their discoverer,
Captain James Cook, in honor of the

Royal Society which had sent him. Be-
tween 1768 and 1779 Cook made voyages
of discovery which, broadly speaking,
brought Polynesia and Micronesia to the
knowledge of traders and explorers. He
finally met his death in the Sandwich Is-
lands, as Hawaii was formerly called.
The principal of the Society Islands is
Tahiti, a French possession, the Otaheite
of the famous explorer. The natives are
tall and robust, dark-skinned, with black
curly hair; but they are not so fine to-day
as their ancestors, those magnificent men
who greeted Captain Cook on his first
landing. For like so many Pacific people
the Tahitians are decreasing in number,
partly because of the diseases that too
frequently make ravages among them.

Tahiti is a land of natural loveliness,
richly feathered with palms and orange
trees, its mountains covered with the um-
brella fern and dense thickets of guava.
This is "the Pearl of the Pacific/' or, as
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